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Message of thanks from the staff of UWCM to all their supporters: 
 

“Thanks once again for all the  prayers, guidance and encouragement that you offered to us during your 
visit.  It was indeed a lovely time of reunion, fellowship and encouragement of one another.  Please pass 
our gratitude to them all and tell them we appreciate all the efforts and the love shown. Thank you so 
much. “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uganda Concern UK is now one of the main funding partners of UWCM and the staff are truly thankful 
for our continued, and steadily increasing, support.  UWCM began with just 3 staff in 1991 and their 
work has grown and developed over the last 24 years.   
 
There are currently 13 committed and dedicated members of staff, including Edith Wakumire—founder 
(far right); Nasta Watua—Executive Director (2nd from left); 6 full time office staff; 2 part time drivers; 1 
part time office assistant/cook; 1 part time cleaner and 1 part time security guard. 

Uganda Concern UK mission statement:  the prevention & relief of  poverty in Uganda, in 

particular by supporting Uganda Women Concern Ministry, a Christian charity working in 

communities around Mbale in the east of the country.  

UWCM staff on the last day 
of the  

Children’s Conference 

EXCITING NEWS OF A POTENTIAL NEW SOLAR LIGHTING PROJECT:   Energy poverty  is a major obstacle 
to development and those with reliable lighting are increasingly separated 
from those who lack it.  Ugandan grid expansion cannot keep up with          
population growth  and many villages are likely to remain uneconomic 
for grid reach.  Sub-Saharan Africa’s rural poor are largely dependent on 
kerosene for lighting which is costly, dangerous and harmful to the environ-
ment .   
 
During our visit in January, we had the opportunity  to visit 2 communities in 
the Iganga region of Uganda who have had solar power installed in their 
homes since 2012.  We came back inspired and very excited at what a huge 
impact this has had on their lives – not just because they now have light but 
also because of the many additional benefits: to their health (respiratory 
problems due to kerosene fumes are eliminated); safety (fire damage to body 
and property due to candle/kerosene usage is removed); standard of education (children are able to 
read/revise at night)  and general standard of living (household incomes rise as spending on kerosene & 
mobile phone charging is eliminated).                                                                            …. Cont’d on back page 



Annual Children’s Conference:  12th—17th January 2015:   

Sixty children (11-18 year olds) attended January’s Children’s Conference and the theme focused on 
what we should do when we reach a crossroad in life.  The verses chosen were from Proverbs ch 3          
verses 5-7, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding  ”  This was 
the tenth conference organised by UWCM and sponsored by the generosity of UCUK supporters.  The 
great value of gathering these disadvantaged children at their vulnerable age cannot be underestimat-
ed.  Some live in difficult and harsh circumstances and so the five days of good food, fun, singing, danc-
ing, teaching and crafts nurtures them physically and spiritually and helps them to cope with the ongo-
ing challenges they face.  

The children enjoyed the craft sessions 
so much that the room was eerily quiet 
while they were totally absorbed in 
painting and decorating card folders 
and calendars to take home.  They also 
became proficient in making ‘loom 
bands’! 
 
 

During the week, a few children felt able to share their life story which was both healing for them and 
beneficial for the other children to hear.  Frederick, age 17 years, gave permission for his story to be 
shared and this is a brief summary: 

Frederick never knew his father and his mother died when he was 2 years 
old.  After her burial, an uncle took him far away to live with his family but 
as he grew up, he was abused and taunted because he was an orphan and 
no-one paid for him to attend school.  Whist still a young child, he ran 
away from this suffering and planned to walk ‘home’ to Mbale where he 
had lived with his mother.  He was hungry and exhausted on reaching the 
town of Tororo and after finding food in dustbins, he decided to stay there 
for a while.  In fact, he survived on the streets for about 3 years until a        
local Christian helped him and paid for him to go to school.  Sadly, after a 
few years this man also died and so Frederick continued his journey on 
foot to Mbale.  He now attends school and works hard doing labouring 
jobs for other people to raise money to live on.  He also takes care of an 
elderly lady from his mother’s clan and shares a small shelter with her.  
Frederick’s faith and hope is both humbling and inspirational to witness. 

CMTs/Sarah’s Shelters: In our previous newsletter we shared news of a lady called Joaninah  Nagundi 

who was living in extremely difficult circumstances and there-

fore was chosen by UWCM to have a new shelter (home)      

constructed.   

When we visited in January we were able to meet Joaninah and 

see for ourselves her new home that the CMT had just finished 

building.  Our funding had paid for the new home to be con-

structed (soil had to be bought  and delivered from outside the 

area as the existing soil is not good enough to build strong 

homes) plus iron sheeting/nails /tools.       ….. Cont’d  on page 3 



 

 …. Cont’d from page 2.    
When Joaninah moved into her new home, UWCM staff realized that she had 
hardly any possessions and so, with our funding, they were able to buy her a 
bed and mattresses for her and her grandchildren, some cooking utensils and 
blankets as well as buying 2 goats to serve as an income generating activity to 
supplement her business of buying and selling small bananas at a profit.     We 
also gave Joaninah a wind up lantern plus a hand knitted blanket from Christ-
church ‘Knit & Knatter’ group.  UWCM had also counselled her son who had 
been mistreating her and their relationship has been restored and Joaninah is 
very happy in her new home.   

Sakiya Prayer & Porridge Project 

Sakiya is a relatively small community a few miles from Mbale but the 

number of children attracted to this project has continued to expand and 

they now have about 220 registered.   During the school term, the pastor 

and volunteer leaders run a Saturday programme of Christian teaching, 

singing and games plus the essential cup of porridge served in plastic 

cups from large buckets!  We had a great time on our recent visit even 

though at times, the sheer number of little children felt almost over-

whelming.  We had prepared a large felt wall hanging with an empty 

cross to hang in the church and all the children and helpers had the     

opportunity to paint their hand and make a print on the fabric to demon-

strate that each person, old or young, is unique and important to God.   

The Pastor Matiya was grateful for a dozen Good News bibles that will be given to the older children.  

He explained that their current challenge is that the church is now too small for them to squeeze into 

when it rains!  The toilet block (2 pit latrines) which was funded by UCUK and finished last year has 

benefitted both the church and the wider community who now like to hold their meetings there.  A 

small nursery school has also been started by the volunteers and we were able to leave some                   

resources and a beautiful alphabet wall hanging made by a local Clevedon Brownie group to brighten 

up the nursery room.   

During the last quarter 100 children have been supported with 

scholastic materials like books, maths sets, pens and pencils to 

help them continue at school. In some families it is difficult for the 

parents/caretakers buy these items and for this reason the child 

will remain at home which has a negative effect on their academic 

performance.   

UWCM recently informed us that one young girl, Mukhaye Rachael:  “scored 12 points in her final   

exams . This is a big testimony because one could not imagine a child scoring such points from a      

village school. She is very, very happy and is hoping to join University soon this year to become a     

Secondary Teacher. Her hope is in the project and, if she succeeded, she would be the only light and 

hope for the family. “  The pastor and leaders work so hard to guide and protect these young children.  

Please pray that they will continue to receive the resources and energy to continue this amazing 

work.  



If you would like your details to be removed from our mailing list, please contact one of the Trustees.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E-mail: ugandaconcernuk@live.co.uk  

“Working to support Uganda Women Concern Ministry”  -  UK Charity Number 1133440 
     www.ugandaconcern.com   

Fundraising events 
Do contact one of the Trustees if you would like us to help you set up an on-line giving page or provide 
paper sponsor forms for any sponsored events you may be involved with.. 
 

Supporters in Clevedon have  been busy—they held a New Year’s Eve 
Ceilidh in Christchurch and raised £692—this event was so popular that 

they are planning an-
other one for 31st 
December 2015! 
 
You may remember 
that  in our last news-
letter we reported 

that Pizza Magic, a local pizza company in Clevedon, donated a percentage of takings towards raising 
money for  bicycles and wet weather gear for CMT members.  We were delighted to be able to present 
these gifts to CMT chairmen during our visit who were extremely grateful.  We are hoping to be able to 
raise funds to buy similar items for all CMT members (approx. 200 volunteers):  it costs approx. £5 for a 
pair of wellies or for a waterproof coat which make it so much easier for them to carry out their work 
during the rainy season.   
Another event held in Christchurch, Clevedon, was the annual Women’s Day in January when UWCM 
was this year’s chosen charity.  Following a short talk and photos of our recent visit to UWCM, which 
included a video message from Edith, plus the opportunity to buy handicrafts and jewellery made by 
women in Uganda, a total of £699 was donated.   
 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR ALL YOUR DONATIONS — WHETHER REGULAR OR ONE OFF — MAY WE REMIND YOU THAT  
EVERY PENNY IS SENT OUT TO UWCM WITHOUT DEDUCTION. 

Trustees and Contacts: 
Terry & Terry Game 
1 Birch Avenue,  
Clevedon,  
North Somerset,  
BS21 7JT 
Tel: 01275 878049 

Steve & Bridget Withell 
The Stables, Derbies Court, 
Stalisfield Road,  
Stalisfield 
Faversham,  
Kent ME13 0HN 
Tel: 01795 892125 

 Solar Power project — continued from front page … 
 
Self confidence and aspiration also grows  - one man told us that , “it has taken away the shame of my 
family as we used to be called poor but this has raised our status.” 
 
Using the Solar Links model (see www.solar-links.org) which is sustainable since beneficiaries are re-
quired to participate in a community savings fund which ensures that the equipment parts will always be 
replaced as their wear out, and which trains local people to repair and maintain the equipment them-
selves, we are currently seeking funding/sponsorship to supply solar into 200 homes (at a cost of approx. 
£86 per home) .  Assuming, on average, there are 6 people living in each home, this works out at less 
than £15 per person to have solar for life.  More details, including photos, are on the website but please 
do contact one of the Trustees if you  would like any further information or if you know of any  
companies or organisations who may be willing to support this project .   


