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     Uganda’s 2016 election 
Uganda’s next presidential and parliamentary elections are scheduled for Friday 12th 
February 2016.  As one of Africa's longest-serving leaders, President Museveni brought 
stability to Uganda in 1986 following about twenty years of civil war. However, opposition 
to his rule has intensified at home and abroad in recent years. 

Please pray for a free, fair and peaceful election. 

Thank You and Happy Christmas! 

       Uganda Concern UK trustees would like to wish all our supporters  
a joyful Christmas and peaceful New Year!   

 
       We would also like to express our sincere thanks for your support,  
         prayers and gifts during 2015.  This includes anonymous gifts -   
  thank you!    

 
    Every donation, whether regular or one-off, is gratefully received and        
   passed on without deduction to UWCM.  When we travel to Uganda, 
   we pay for our own travel, accommodation & expenses. 

Uganda Concern UK mission statement:  the prevention & relief of  poverty in Uganda, in 

particular by supporting Uganda Women Concern Ministry, a Christian charity working in 

communities around Mbale in the east of the country.  

          UWCM Children’s Conference,  January 2016 
  
Once again, a five day conference for about 70 vulnerable children is 
planned for 11th - 16th January.  The spiritual theme will be from 
Psalm 139 “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made….”.   The conference is organised and run by the staff of 
UWCM, with support from Scripture Union and TASO (The AIDS Sup-
port Organisation) and totally funded by Uganda Concern UK. 
 
A small team from the UK (3 Trustees and 2 other supporters) will, as 
in previous years, be going out to organise the craft activities and to 
assist with some of the teaching sessions.  Please pray for each child 
who will attend, for all those organising or contributing to the event and for a safe, enjoyable and bene-
ficial time that will help equip the children in their future lives. 

“Today in the town of David 
a Saviour has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord.” 
Luke 2, 11 

UWCM’s 2016 Celebrations  

In 2016, UWCM will be celebrating 25 years of faithful service which 
has brought help and hope to countless beneficiaries in the poorer ru-
ral communities around Mbale.  From it’s humble beginnings in 1991, 
when God inspired and challenged Edith Wakumire to reach out to 
women devastated by the effects of AIDS, the organisation has relied 
on God’s provision through the ups and downs of it’s journey.  Edith 
will be the first to give God the glory!  More details and news of the 
planned celebrations will be in our next newsletter.  
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How  UWCM is transforming lives….. 
 

Reports from Uganda Women Concern Ministry 
UWCM staff submit quarterly reports giving feedback on the work carried out. Extracts from 

these reports are indicated  below in italics.  

        Sarah’s Shelters 

“During a visit to Bunambutye CMT (one of the groups of community volunteers) we managed to monitor 
one of the CMT member’s home. Naomi and her husband are both HIV positive. They have five children; 
one boy and four girls. Unfortunately, due to their condition, their two daughters have already given birth at 
a tender age in the process of trying to look for help.  When it rains the family have no choice but to stand 
in one of the corners of the house.   
Due to the problem this community has of soil and trees, the CMT members have now started planting 
trees. Since this family is living in a pitiable situation, we are planning to construct them a shelter although 
we need to buy timber, poles, soil, iron sheets ,windows, doors, nails  and other materials needed.”  
 
The group is very grateful to the ‘Sarah’s Shelters’ funds sent out to assist with this vital work of helping 

families to replace dilapidated huts.  Young girls from poor families are very vulnerable to abuse and early 

pregnancy because they are sometimes offered gifts, money or the payment of school fees in return for 

‘sexual favours’.  

 

 

 

  

 

Naomi and her husband outside 

their falling house where they all 

lived with her five children and 

their two grand children 

Naomi’s new home 
constructed by the 
Women’s Group 

“Ramba Shifubi is one of the groups that were formed last year ( with 30 

members) and it is doing well. The group has started an IGA of making 

table clothes through crochetting and during the monitoring visit, they 

sold 7 small clothes at Ushs. 50,000/- (approx. £10) to a visitor from 

Wales. This was a motivating factor to the group.” 

Women’s groups  
UWCM continues to assist women in rural communities to set up effective groups through training in micro 
finance and income generation activities (IGA).  These groups are able to help lift themselves out of pov-
erty as well as helping other very needy families in their neighbourhoods. Groups sometimes join together 
to form ‘clusters’ which enable them to share skills and information which in turn brings greater empower-
ment and confidence.  There is, apparently, a lot of healthy competition among the groups as each wants 
to be the best!  
 

“My name is Harriet a member of Ramba Shifubi women group. I want to 

thank God for being a member of this group. When I joined the group, I 

thought maybe I was wasting my time but now I am proud to be a member. 

I was given a pig as an IGA from UWCM. This pig grew and gave birth. I 

returned one piglet to the group and I sold the remaining ones. The pig 

gave birth the second time and I sold the piglets. I used the money which I 

got the first time and the second time to buy a cow. This has brought joy 

and unity in my family. Thank you UWCM. Thanks to you Ramba Shifubi.     

Thank you our friends from overseas. God bless you all .” 



Community Mobilisation Teams (CMTs) 

Sakiya Prayer & Porridge Project Achievements (July-September) 
 
 100 children supported through nutrition items (porridge meal). 
 100 children supported with scholastic materials (books, pens and 

pencils). 
 18 children received education support in terms of school fees.   
 1 child, Anecho Albert, who was among the first beneficiaries gradu-

ated with a Degree in Social Work and Social Administration in July. 
This shows us how important this project is and we believe that 
many others will be supported to be like him.  

 Improvement in children’s health physically, morally and Spiritually  
 Improvement in academic performance and reduction in school absenteeism.  
 Children have testified of changed life as a result of this project. For example many of them never 

used to go to church for prayers but now they do willingly. They never knew how to pray but today 
they can pray and trust God for what they want in life. 

 
We were also able to respond to a request for assistance with 
university fees for a young girl called Mukaye Rachael who, 
with support from Prayer & Porridge, passed her GCSE & A 
levels and was offered a place at university to study IT. This 
was an amazing achievement and Rachael is the first person 
in her community ever to have been offered a place at univer-
sity.  After discovering that the fees were very high, Rachael 
did not give up and found another college offering a reduction 
for needy students. She is now studying hard and we hope to 
meet her during our visit in January. 

UWCM also works through these mixed gender groups in a similar way to the women’s groups.  In some 

communities the two groups work together on some projects such as shelter construction.  Both types of 

groups have ongoing monitoring from UWCM to ensure that the leadership remains focused.  

The groups undertake a wide variety of activities as demonstrated by: 

Namisindwa CMT: “They have seed money which they continue loaning out to their members to enable 

them buy seeds for planting. The group also carries out fellowship meetings in different churches which 

have helped members to grow spiritually. They carry out home visitation where they identify with each 

other and help one another either to weed, harvest, and in case of sickness or burial, they contribute 

money to the affected family. These members are very active and they value team work. In this quarter, 

they managed to construct a kitchen for one of their member who was in need and she was very happy.”         

Budwale CMT:  “29 members who continue to be united and participate in helping the needy in their com-

munity. Hygiene & sanitation has improved and they continue their evangelism activity which has made 

many Muslims to be converted and join their fellowships. A number of Savings & Credit groups have 

formed and  many people from the community are applying for loans. This has helped the community 

members to develop in many areas.” 

Nakatsi CMT:Is in Bududa district which is prone to landslides. It therefore has the highest percentage of 

people who are landless. Most of the displaced families are housed by good neighbours or CMT mem-

bers try to rent rooms for them in nearby centres but many live in unfavourable conditions. Sometimes 

they give some of their children to relatives or these children end up being employed at very tender ages. 

This is why we have concentrated on buying land for people under this CMT group. 



If you would like your details to be removed from our mailing list, please contact one of the Trustees.   
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Don’t forget to Everyclick! 

Uganda Concern UK is registered with Everyclick.com and supporters can raise extra 
funds without it costing them a penny.  Simply nominate the site as your homepage and 

default search engine and then enter ‘Uganda Concern UK’ as your chosen charity. Every time you 
search the web, trade on Ebay or shop on-line (Give as you Live) you will raise funds for Uganda 

Concern UK .  

Since registering with Everyclick May 2010 we have raised  approx. £579 simply by people 

searching or shopping which is enough to build 2 houses in Mbale!! 

Fundraising events 
Ashford 10k run 
On 11th October 2015, supporters Keith Ketchum and Stuart Fitch ran the Ashford 
10k and raised an amazing £1,213 plus gift aid towards the next children’s confer-
ence. Keith found the run particularly challenging this year but he kept going and 
these are some of his reflections: 
“By about 7.5K ….. I was feeling sorry for myself, but I only had to compare my condition to 
that of the children in Uganda, for whom I was doing this pain thing. The discomfort I was 
going through was quite temporary (OK, it took me 51:13 – while Stu did it in a scorching 
time of 46:29!) and soon I would be refreshing myself and returning to my normal, affluent life. They will not. They 
will be going back to the same desperate conditions that they were in before the Children’s Conference… except 
for that one amazing week which makes all the difference: they will have learned skills and knowledge, played and 
networked with others, had 3 good meals a day, been loved and listened to, and be more prepared and better 
equipped to face life and all its difficulties.” 
   
There have been a variety of other fundraising events since April including:  
 Pizza Magic in Clevedon very kindly donated a percentage of every pizza sold one evening and 

raised £115 which will be used to buy more wet weather gear for CMT members. 
 Faversham Gospel Mission held a ‘Sewing Day’ which raised £160 
 Twydall Trekkers from Kent held another of their annual ‘walk & lunch’ events raising an amazing 

£355 
 Staff at DNV GL, Bristol enjoyed a home baked cream tea in November and raised £230 (plus 

£150 from their company matched giving scheme) which is enough to pay for the first year’s uni-
versity fees for Rachael (from Prayer & Porridge). 

Trustees and Contacts: 
Terry & Terry Game 
1 Birch Avenue,  
Clevedon,  
North Somerset,  
BS21 7JT 
Tel: 01275 878049 

Steve & Bridget Withell 
The Stables, Derbies Court, 
Stalisfield Road,  
Stalisfield 
Faversham,  
Kent ME13 0HN 
Tel: 01795 892125 

www.everyclick.com  

Solar lighting proposal 
Despite being unsuccessful with our application for major funding from 
Comic Relief, we are very grateful to those individuals who have very 
generously supported this project so far and we are continuing to apply 
for additional funding from various companies and organisations.  We are 
in discussion with UWCM about the possibility of installing solar lighting 
into a smaller number of households than originally planned,  and we will 
be following up with this when we visit in January.  Having seen for our-
selves how people's lives are transformed through having solar power, we 
are committed to installing it into as many homes as possible.  See web-
site for more information about this project. 


