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UGANDA WOMEN CONCERN MINISTRY CELEBRATES 25 YEARS OF SERVICE! 

 
In October of this year, UWCM will be celebrating 25 years of service and they asked us to join with 

them in thanking God for all that they have achieved during this time.   
 
Starting out from her garage in 1991, Edith Wakumire’s work 
grew and when we first met Edith in 1996, there were 6 members                                                               
of staff working from this small office.   
 
Over the past 25 years, 
the work, and therefore 
the number of staff has 
increased.  A few year’s 
ago there were 19 staff 
members but, like any 
charity who is dependent 

upon donors, there are times when funding isn’t available and 
sadly they have to let staff go.  At present, there are 9 dedicated 
members of staff, and each one is committed to continuing the 
work of UWCM. 
 
The main celebrations will take place on Saturday 22nd October and Bridget & Steve Withell will be 
there to represent Uganda Concern UK and will report back in our December newsletter. 
 

UWCM’s Mission Statement: 
To holistically empower the most vulnerable women, children and people living with HIV /AIDS  

realize their full potential to live a dignified life. 
 
The impact of UWCM’s work over the last 25 years can be summarised as follows: 
 
 The living conditions of the marginalized groups they serve have improved greatly. Women’s 

groups have been empowered with income generating activities and many now run success-
ful micro-finance savings schemes.  Out of the proceeds of these activities they are able to 
support their families, meet their children’s school needs and support other women in the 
community. There are currently 15 Women’s Groups with 30 members in each. 

 
 Many women have been empowered to take on leadership positions at all local government 

levels.  Edith herself has recently been elected 'female Councillor for older Persons at the 
District' . 

 
 Several thousand orphaned and vulnerable children have been supported with both formal 

and vocational education skills. For 5 years, until funding ceased, UWCM were involved with 
the construction of schools/teachers’ housing/training & parenting classes. 

                                                                                                              
 Through the works of Community Mobilisation Teams (CMTs) (currently 13 groups with 30 

members in each), the church is now regarded by the community as a place of hope. CMTs 
can mobilize for resources and support from the congregation and are able to reach out to 
those more vulnerable people within their communities.  

 
 UWCM is recognized locally, nationally and internationally in the efforts of working in and 

with rural communities. 

Uganda Concern UK mission statement:  the prevention & relief of  poverty in Uganda, in 

particular by supporting Uganda Women Concern Ministry, a Christian charity working in 

communities around Mbale in the east of the country.  

1996 

2016 



 

Having seen the benefits of solar power during our visit in 2015 (not just for 
light but also the many health/safety benefits) we have been fund raising 
over the last 18 months and we are delighted that during our visit in Janu-
ary we were able to finalise details and on our return we  placed an order 
for 30 x 2 light solar units to be installed into households in the Bulambuli 
district of Mbale.  We have received photos of the technicians (wearing 
their full H&S equipment!) and households who have been selected to    
receive the solar including the final 10 members of Tunyi Women’s Group.  

 
This is a project initiated and overseen 
by BIRD (Bulambuli Initiative for Rural 
Development) who have worked alongside UWCM for several years and 
who have already installed  solar into 300 households in that region.  Alt-
hough the Ugandan government  have introduced a Rural Electrification 
Programme, this is still unaffordable for many rural communities and so 
households often try to connect illegally, which is highly dangerous and 
causes many deaths.   
 
Solar offers clean, safe lighting which truly transforms their lives and we 
would like to thank everyone who has supported this initiative. 

How UWCM is continuing to change lives today ….. 
 

UWCM staff submit quarterly reports giving feedback on the work carried out. Extracts from these 
reports are indicated  below in italics and give an insight into the many and varied needs they are 

seeking to address: 
 
Two CMTs of Wanale and Budwale groups were given scholastic materials of books, pens and pencils to 

support orphans in their community. There are more OVCs (Orphaned and Vulnerable Children) in every 

community than we can support. So the best way to support the most vulnerable is by buying these     

scholastic materials for the CMTs who identify the neediest orphans and then distribute them accordingly. 

Two groups of Bukhabusi and Budwale were given one million Ugandan shillings (approx. £230) each and 

they also contributed 50% of this amount towards their IGA (Income Generating Activity).  The groups have 

decided to buy bulls which they will take care for one year and then sell them. The reason why they buy 

bulls is that they grow very fast; they are also easy to keep and they can sell at a high price. Most of them 

would like to have milk cows and it is out of these bulls where they start buying cows for members in turns. 

Two newly formed Women Groups of Wanale and Bukhaweka were 

trained on skills like group dynamics, leadership, family planning, food 

and nutrition, parenting and women’s rights for two days each. The train-

ings were well attended amidst heavy rains. The women were very    

happy to have these trainings and they wished their husbands were 

there because these topics were very vital for the families. Sometimes, it     

becomes a challenge to implement whatever is learnt in these trainings 

because most husbands are ignorant and so whenever women try to 

practice what they learn, their husbands do not support them. 

Kusulo Paulo has eight children. Everything he had was all carried away by the landslide but thank God 

they all managed to escape. He is also taking care of his brother’s 5 children who died together with his 

wife during the landslide. They were given a place to stay by relatives but because the children are very 

many they could not manage to keep them. The CMT managed to rent for him a small room at the trading 

center where they have been living. The family has now managed to put up a small house which they can 

now call theirs. The most unfortunate thing is that they  managed to construct this shelter but they used old 

sapling which was also leaking. They therefore urgently need a shelter.  

SOLAR LIGHTING PROJECT:   
30 homes in the Bulambuli region of Mbale have finally been LIT UP with solar lighting! 



Gorett’s Story 
 

Several year’s ago, Edith introduced us to a lady called Alice and we have met her on several          
occasions during our visits to UWCM.  We asked to see her again in January to find out news of Gorett 
and we want to share her story with you here: 
 
Gorett’s father died from AIDS when she was very young and soon afterwards, her mother also died 
leaving Gorett and her baby brother orphaned.  Her father had 2 wives and the remaining wife, Alice, 
had 6 children of her own. Even though Alice was HIV + herself and was living in poverty, she took on 
the care of the 2 orphans and even breast-fed Gorett’s brother along with her own baby.  
 
They live in a tiny 2 room dwelling in a very poor community on the outskirts of Kampala right next to a 
huge quarry where adults & children sit & hammer the rocks all day to create small stones for          
construction. Alice is creative and skilled at making ‘paper bead’ jewellery which she sells to feed the 
family but life is an ongoing struggle and she can’t afford to send all the children to school.  She has a 
deep faith in God and trusts Him to help them survive. 
 
In December 2014, when Gorett was nearly 8 years old, she went out-
side their home to have her evening wash but was snatched by un-
known abductors.  Something was forced over her mouth and she lost 
consciousness.  When Alice realised she was missing and went to look 
for her, Gorett had vanished and the neighbours hadn’t seen anything.  
Alice searched everywhere and went to the Police for help but they 
wanted bribes.  She had no money to pay and felt desperate all over 
Christmas & New Year.  In the New Year, Edith sent some money and 
Alice put an advert in a newspaper, together with a photo of Gorett. 
 
Gorett had almost certainly been taken to be a child sacrifice for the witch doctor.  This appalling prac-
tice continues in Uganda whereby a ‘perfect’ child is offered to appease the gods on special occasions.  
When Gorett was checked, her abductors found she was not perfect as she has one ear lobe larger 
than the other and also has another mark on her body.  She was transported many miles away and 
dumped, still unconscious, in a large tropical forest.  She lay for an unknown period of time and when 
she regained consciousness, she was completely lost and walked for ? days (Gorett can’t remember 
for how long).  Eventually she emerged from the forest at the edge of the main Kampala to Kenya road 
which runs through this forest. 

 
By chance, a female pastor called Vicky was travelling and wondered why this 
young girl was alone at the side of this road; she stopped to find out.  Gorett 
was unable to speak or say who she was and so Vicky took her to the Police 
in Kampala.  They kept her for a few days but then called Pastor Vicky to take 
her away.  She took Gorett home and cared for her. On Feb 20th, she saw  
Alice’s advert and Gorett’s photo in the paper and so took the child back to the 
Police.  The Police called Alice and accused her of being a bad mother, even 
threatening to imprison her if she ‘lost’ Gorett again.  Alice had to take         
evidence to the Police to prove that she was a good mother and they then re-
leased Gorett. 
 
After some time, Gorett began to recover and with financial support, she was 

able to return to school.  This was very beneficial for her and she is now a tall, healthy, smiling, confi-
dent and talkative young girl.  She’s still afraid to go outside to wash but otherwise has recovered well.  
She and Alice are deeply grateful to God and for all those who helped them through this traumatic 
time.  The way in which God answered their prayers was truly miraculous. 

 
We had the privilege of meeting Alice & Gorett in Kampala this January (2016) and felt humbled by 
their faith and joy.  Life is still a financial struggle for Alice with 8 children to bring up alone in addition 
to her own health challenges yet she has proved the faithfulness of her Saviour over & over again and 
never ceases to give Him the glory.  Gorett celebrated her 9th birthday in February; she’s still so young 
but there’s no telling what amazing purposes God has in store for this beautiful young girl!  
 
Uganda Concern UK are now supporting Alice, Gorett and the rest of their family by paying for school 
fees, health-care and other essentials. 



If you would like your details to be removed from our mailing list, please contact one of the Trustees.   
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Don’t forget to Everyclick! 

Uganda Concern UK is registered with Everyclick.com and supporters can raise extra 
funds without it costing them a penny.  Simply nominate the site as your homepage and 

default search engine and then enter ‘Uganda Concern UK’ as your chosen charity. Every time you 
search the web, trade on Ebay or shop on-line (Give as you Live) you will raise funds for Uganda 
Concern UK .  

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS   
The Trustees of UCUK and the staff of UWCM  would  like to express our sincere thanks for your contin-
ued support—both prayerfully and financially.  Every donation, whether regular or one-off, is gratefully 
received and  passed on without deduction to UWCM.  When we travel to Uganda, we pay for our own 
travel, accommodation & expenses.  Due to the fact that funding for some of UWCM’s projects has now 
stopped, Tearfund and UCUK are now their two main donors and therefore our support is vital for their 
work to continue. 

Trustees and Contacts: 
Terry & Terry Game 
1 Birch Avenue,  
Clevedon,  
North Somerset,  
BS21 7JT 
Tel: 01275 878049 

Steve & Bridget Withell 
The Stables, Derbies Court, 
Stalisfield Road,  
Stalisfield 
Faversham,  
Kent ME13 0HN 
Tel: 01795 892125 

www.everyclick.com  

UWCM Children’s Conference, January 2016 
  
70 children (aged about 11-16) were registered at the conference this year, with most of the youngsters 
coming from an area to the south of Mbale where UWCM has been working with the poorest families in 
that community.   
 
This 5 day, residential conference is a very unique event in Uganda and has a huge impact on the lives 
of the children who attend.  The days were filled with bible teaching (from Scripture Union) and other life 
skills sessions including HIV/AIDS; Loss and Bereavement; Children’s Rights & Responsibilities plus lots 
of singing, dancing, games, drama and plenty of food!  The theme was taken from Psalm 139 v14 -16 “I 
praise you because I am fearfully & wonderfully made…….”  and we were very impressed by the        
children’s knowledge during a quiz we held about the human body.                                                                                 
 
The two craft sessions offered novel experiences for the children 
and the large room was amazingly quiet because they were so 
absorbed in the creative activities.  This year they assembled & 
decorated small mirrors to take home and made colourful tissue 
paper flowers.  In the evenings most of them chose to spend their 
free time completing colouring sheets or making loom bands to 
take back home. 
 
Two girls became sick with malaria during the week but we were 
able to access prompt treatment from a local clinic and they recov-
ered quickly.  The test & drugs cost about 10,000 Ugandan       
shillings (approx £2.50 each). 

                                                                                          
On the final day, volunteers from the local TASO’s (The AIDS Support Organisation) drama group per-
formed songs & a sketch. One group member told a moving story about how she had survived neglect, 
abuse, HIV and prostitution and she witnessed to her faith in Jesus.  Later that day, during the closing 
ceremony, 20 children came forward for prayer and to make a commitment to follow Jesus.  It was a time 
of great rejoicing!  Please continue to pray for these children as they face ongoing challenges in life. 


