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Thank You and Happy Christmas! 

  Uganda Concern UK trustees would like to wish all our  
supporters a joyful Christmas and peaceful New Year!   

 
     We would also like to express our sincere thanks for  
     your support, prayers and gifts during 2016.  Every  
     donation, whether regular or one-off, is gratefully  
     received and passed on without deduction to UWCM.   

 

Uganda Concern UK mission statement:  the prevention & relief of  poverty in Uganda, in 

particular by supporting Uganda Women Concern Ministry, a Christian charity working in 

communities around Mbale in the east of the country.  

    UWCM’s 25th anniversary celebrations!  

The day started with a noisy, colourful march along the main road to the local village led by a brass band and 
huge banners.  Back at UWCM’s office grounds, lively musical presentations by different community groups were 
followed by expressions of thanks to key people such as UWCM’s original community volunteers.  Despite being 
HIV positive since 1991, a few of these devoted ladies are still serving today.  A number of very interesting 
speeches filled up the next few hours while a feast was being prepared!  Apart from Edith herself, speakers 
ranged from local dignitaries to overseas friends and donors and included an address from Tim Raby of Tear-
fund.  The guest of honour, a High Court judge called Lady Justice Catherine Bamugemereire, spoke humbly but 
powerfully about cultural issues facing women.  The Bible Society of Uganda presented bibles to the local police, 
soldiers and the guest of honour’s bodyguard.  For the first time, the whole bible has now been translated & print-
ed in the local language Lugisu.  
  
It was great to hear testimonies from young adults who benefited from UWCM’s work and are now following  
successful careers, having broken the cycle of poverty.  Two young men made pledges to support UWCM  
financially in gratitude for the help & hope that was shared with them at their time of need. 
 
Edith & the staff at UWCM had worked tirelessly in preparation for the day and although dark threatening clouds 
gathered on the nearby hills, the rain kept away and nothing spoiled the day’s enjoyment. This memorable occa-
sion gave some insight into the far reaching impact that UWCM has had on so many lives & communities. 

 “I bring you good 
news of great joy 
that will be for all 
the people.  To-
day in the town of 
David a Saviour 
has been born to 
you; he is Christ 
the Lord.” 
 
Luke 2:10-11 

It was a joyful day to mark an impressive achievement!  In 1991, Edith Wakumire 
started a labour of love in her garage reaching out to women & children in her 
neighbourhood who were in desperate need.  On Saturday 22nd October 2016 
about 400 guests gathered to celebrate 25 years of dedicated service, to recog-
nise the scale of UWCM’s work & endurance and to thank God for his faithfulness. 
The bible verse chosen for the occasion was from 1 Samuel 7: 12  “Thus far has 
the Lord helped us.”  

Volunteers who have  
served for 25 years 

Presentation from  
community group 

Young people who were 
beneficiaries as children 



 
How  UWCM is transforming lives….. 

 
Reports from Uganda Women Concern Ministry 

UWCM staff submit quarterly reports giving feedback on the work carried out. Extracts from 
these reports are indicated  below in italics.  

   

 

  

 

Women’s groups  
UWCM continues to support women in rural communities in setting up effective groups with income    
generation activities (IGA).  These groups are able to help lift themselves out of poverty as well as    
helping other very needy families in their neighbourhoods.  

“Bulaago client’s women group is another encouraging group and these women’s lives have been 

transformed and mostly because of the Community Managed Micro Finance (CMMF). Their faces are 

now very shiny and it is now very hard to believe that they are all HIV positive. They are able to send 

one person from the group to get drugs in case they do not access it from the nearest health unit. 

They also support their Community Based Facilitator (CBF) with 100,000 shillings (£25) every month 

as facilitation. They had saved to a total of 5,600,000/- (£1,400). Their IGA is also doing well and 

right now they are selling milk from their cows that produced. They now have a total of five cows.” 

The following reports highlight some of the many challenges faced, particularly 
by the elderly: 

We visited the home of 82 years old Mary Khabuya. She got married once but 
her husband divorced her because she was barren. She lived alone in a leaking 
structure which was constructed for her by her nephew on one of her cousin 
brother’s land. She sleeps on pieces of boxes and her health is not very good 
since she has gone through several operations. When it rains, she just sits till 
morning. She is always mistreated by her relatives simply because she is bar-
ren. When we went to monitor, she had gone for “Reja” or casual labour—this is 
what she does every day because she has to take care of herself.” 

Mary’s new home 

“Another family we visited was that of Elizabeth Kharono a 60 year old widow 
living in a small shelter with eleven children. Two of the children are hers but 
the remaining 9 are grand children from her sons who got them with different 
women and dumped them and went to Kenya. We wondered how they sleep 
in this small shelter and obviously they all sleep down on torn pieces of 
clothes and in most cases she does not manage to feed all these children.”  

Mary receives a mattress  

Elizabeth is now being supported by a very active Women’s Group called  
Ramba Shifubi. 

“Masela Stephen is a 70 year old man. He married a wife but did not get any child with her who later 
left him, never to return and he is now living in a “grave yard” in this shanty shelter. When women from 
this group identified him he was just sleeping outside and so they decided to put this “shelter” without 
even a door, got some sauce pans, plastic plates and cups which he is using. When it rains, he just sits 
till morning because this structure just leaks. He depends on “Good Ugandans” who sometimes give 
him food. When we went there, we could not believe what we saw but it was real.  

Staff member Esther sent this recent follow up report: 
“Land was bought for Stephen under Ramba Shifubi women group. 
It is unfortunate that the shelter was not constructed on this piece of land. The rea-
son being that Stephen was misinformed by some people from his community that, 
if he left where he lives, he will be killed from the new piece of land by people who 
will desire to take over that new land. We tried convincing him that UWCM will de-
fend him but he has refused. The group is therefore planning to construct just a 
small house on that area where the graves are. This piece will then be given to 
any other needy family since they are many in that area.” 



Community Mobilisation Teams (CMTs) 

UWCM also works through these mixed gender groups in a similar way to the women’s groups.  In 
some communities the two groups work together on some projects such as shelter construction.  Both 
types of groups have ongoing monitoring from UWCM to ensure that the leadership remains focused.  

 

Sakiya Prayer & Porridge Project  
Earlier in the year, the Sakiya project were struggling to give out porridge to the 300 children that attend 

because the cups had been damaged by rats.  A gift from churches in Margate, Kent was sent out 

which enabled them to buy an additional 120 cups and a large water container for rat-proof storage. 

    Jenipher who received the items was so grateful and thanked the friends  

       for the support and she said that now our cups will be safe.  

       

 

It is always a challenge to ensure that the project has a good supply of maize  

flour for porridge.  Earlier in the year, parents & guardians were given seeds and  

requested to share their harvest.  The harvest was poor this season but Pastor  

Matiya reported that about 100 kilograms had been received so far. 

 

An example of the positive impact of the project: 

“Musibikha Jenipher is 38 years and a resident of Sakiya village. She is a mother of 6 children and they 
live a peasant life. Before some of her children joined Sakiya Children Prayer and Porridge Project, they 
were sorrowful i.e. were lonely, could struggle to get food, had no clothing and beddings and could al-
ways be sent back home from school due to lack of scholastic materials like books. But after joining the 
project, her children’s life changed. They have been loved, have friends, the scholastic materials have 
helped them be in school and having a porridge meal has improved the health of children and they look 
nice now.” 
 

“The same CMT managed to construct a shelter for Paul’s family 

who we bought a piece of land last year under this group. The fami-

ly has a total of 11 children and they were all sleeping in a rented 

room but when we bought a piece of land for them last quarter, they 

managed to build a two roomed house which had no iron sheets as 

reflected in last quarters report. They were therefore very happy to 

receive materials for construction of a good spacious shelter where 

they can now separate boys and girls. They also managed to buy a 

goat with the IGA funds and at the same time, the wife started a 

small business of selling sugarcanes and some foodstuffs where 

they now get some money for food. The family is very happy and 

they thank God for the support.” 

 

“Bushika CMT is also doing well but the biggest challenge they have is that of landslides. This year 35 

families were affected by landslides and 3 were completely displaced. This has therefore raised the 

number of needy families in that area and the CMT has had a tough moment trying to help the affect-

ed families. We are also planning to carry out a massive support for the OVCs (orphans & vulnerable 

children) in that area beginning next term with scholastic materials.” 

“Two needy families were supported with funds for purchase of land in Bududa district under Nakatsi 

CMT. These families were part of those affected by landslides. The family of Rachael Mutsongo 

whose husband and one child went missing just to discover that he was buried by the the landslide. 

Everything was washed away but the five children survived because they were all in school and the 

mother was in the market. They have been living in one room of their brother-in-law’s house. They are 

now trusting God for a shelter because they are so squeezed in that one room. They thank UWCM 

and friends who support them.” 



 

If you would like your details to be removed from our mailing list, please contact one of the Trustees.   
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Don’t forget to Everyclick! 

Uganda Concern UK is registered with Everyclick.com and you could raise extra funds without it costing a penny. 
Simply nominate the site as your homepage and default search engine and then enter ‘Uganda Concern UK’ as 
your chosen charity. Every time you search the web, trade on Ebay or shop on-line (Give as you Live) you raise 
funds for Uganda Concern UK. 

Since registering with Everyclick in May 2010 we have raised  approx. £ 790 simply by people 
searching or shopping on line which is enough to build 3 houses in Mbale!! 

Fundraising events 
   
 Funds were raised through individual donations and through the generosity of Roz Hime from Clevedon who 
requested donations in lieu of birthday presents for solar lighting installation.  A system with 2 lights plus a battery 
charger has been installed into 27 homes with 3 more planned in the new year.  As the comments below indicate, 
this has made a real impact on people’s lives: 
“Life has changed – smoke from candles and kerosene caused me and my children to cough – we are now 
healthy.”   
“My children are doing well at school as they can revise at night. The money I have saved from no longer having to 
buy kerosene I have used to buy books for my children.” 

 Wellington boots were purchased for 105 members of Community Mobilisation Teams (CMTs) which makes    
it so much easier for them during the rainy seasons where communities are often cut off from sup-
plies.  The Namisindwa CMT members were overwhelmed with joy and excitement as they received the boots and 
said that it was a prayer answered because the help came at the right season. Funds for this project were raised at 
the Open Garden & Cream Tea event in Clevedon – thank you to everyone who supported us. 

 The Lakes Community Church Youth Group’s ‘Dessert Theatre’, near Prince George, Canada wrote & pro-
duced a great show called “Priceless Trash” in aid of UWCM.  The group consists of about 25+ children, plus youth 
helpers & adult leaders and their production story demonstrated the worth of both individuals & groups in God’s 
eyes, “How deep the Father’s love for us.”  The evening was very well attended and raised an amazing £1,800! 

Trustees and Contacts: 
Terry & Terry Game 
1 Birch Avenue,  
Clevedon,  
North Somerset,  
BS21 7JT 
Tel: 01275 878049 

Steve & Bridget Withell 
The Stables, Derbies Court, 
Stalisfield Road,  
Stalisfield 
Faversham,  
Kent ME13 0HN 
Tel: 01795 892125 

www.everyclick.com  

UWCM Children’s Conference,  9th—14th January 2017 
We are grateful to all our supporters who contribute to this important annual event but 
particularly to Keith Ketchum and the Ashford 10K runners who once again raised a fan-
tastic £1528 These funds will enable another 70 vulnerable children to benefit from 5 
days of fun, food and valuable teaching.  Staff member Robert is al-
ready making plans for January and has selected the theme from 

James 4:13-15 with the title ‘Preparing for the Future’.  These children face so many challenges 
in life that any life-skill teachings that can help them through current & future difficulties are very 
worthwhile.  Please pray for all the practical arrangements and for the children who will attend 
that they will benefit emotionally & spiritually. 

        Staff salaries 

UWCM is currently facing financial challenges, particularly regarding funds for staff salaries.  Some specific       
projects have been completed recently and despite writing a number of proposals, they are finding it difficult to find 
new donors.  It is a small charity with only 10 paid staff (including the ancillary staff).  UCUK & Tearfund are now 
the main donors.  Please pray that new partnerships will open up and also that they will be able to develop sustain-
able local funding. 


