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        SOLAR LIGHTING UPDATE 
 

During their visit in Jan 2017, Bridget & 
Steve  were able to hand over the final 3 x 
solar units to Rev Alfred Wonyaka who is 
the co-ordinator of this project.   
 
Thanks to our support, 30 households —
mainly from Tunyi Womens’ Group— now 
have wired solar power installed in their 
homes.  

Uganda Concern UK mission statement:  the prevention & relief of  poverty in Uganda, in 

particular by supporting Uganda Women Concern Ministry, a Christian charity working in 

communities around Mbale in the east of the country.  

SAKIYA PRAYER & PORRIDGE  -   a simple project which is transforming lives!  

This project began in 2004 when a lady called Sarah Watunda, herself a 
widow and living positively with AIDS, saw the growing number of       
orphaned and vulnerable children in her community and offered them 
love, care, counselling & friendship plus a bowl of porridge.  Since then, 
the project has grown from 40 to 250 children! 

It is now run by Pastor Matiya and members of his church—including 
Sarah— and they have approx. 250 children coming to their church each 
Sunday!  They have identified 100 of the most vulnerable who attend the 
project on Wednesdays but with more funding, they could support many 
more.  Many of these children are orphans or HIV+, and all come from 
very poor and needy families.   

 

The younger children enjoy a bowl 
of porridge each week and  we have 
just bought 100 new cups & a    
storage container to stop them   
being eaten by rats! 

As well as buying flour for the    
porridge, our funding pays for exer-
cise books, pens, pencils plus 
school fees where possible. 

THIS PROJECT WORKS!   Rachael (above) is in her 2nd year of an IT degree; 2 students are training to be teach-
ers; 20 are taking their O’levels, some have gone on to become motor mechanics, plumbers, work in catering, 
drivers.  All are now self-sufficient and supporting their families. 

Without access to Prayer & Porridge Pastor Matiya says many of these would have been ‘school dropouts’. 

It costs a minimum of £100 per month to support 100 children in this 
project—that’s just £1 per child per month.  However, we are com-
mitted to sending out more than this to cover school/college/
apprenticeship fees for as many children as possible.  



 

How  UWCM is transforming lives….. 
 

Reports from Uganda Women Concern Ministry 
UWCM staff submit quarterly reports giving feedback on the work carried out. Extracts from 

these reports are indicated  below in italics.  

Women’s Groups:  Many groups participate in Community Managed Microfinance schemes which are becoming 
increasingly popular and extremely effective in enabling individuals and whole communities to save and borrow 
money to start new IGAs (income generating activities) and become self-sufficient and less dependent upon out-
side support.  UWCM train and monitor individual groups who then also join together to form ‘clusters’.  As the 
majority of these groups and clusters are in very remote areas, 
there is often a problem with keeping the central funds safe and 
secure.   
 
Esther (UWCM’s Women’s officer) writes:  There has been an outcry 
from women groups in Bulambuli district about the insecurity of 
their monies especially when they are saving at cluster level. UWCM 
has tried to link them up with different banks but somehow this has 
never worked but we are proud that last quarter, after talking to 
Post Bank Mobile Banking Mbale, we managed to open cluster ac-
counts and also individual accounts for community members who 
previously had to move (travel) all the way to Mbale. Members in 
these clusters and community are very happy because they now do 
not need to move all the way to Mbale to deposit or to withdraw. 
 
 

Sarah’s Shelters:  During the first quarter of 2017, our funding enabled 2 pieces of land to be bought for families 
who had lost their homes in landslides and 1 new shelter (home) to be constructed.   

 
Makuma Robert, a member 
of Bushika CMT, standing on 
his new piece of land. Mem-
bers of the CMT will help 
Robert to construct a new 
shelter. 
 

During their visit in  January 
2017,  Bridget & Steve were 
able to help  members of 

Nakatsi CMT with the shelter construction for Makati George.  
They also used donations from supporters to purchase a goat for 
George. 

 
 
International Women’s Day Event:  This year the event was        
celebrated in the Bulambuli district and Simu Women’s Groups 
represented UWCM.  
 
The theme was ”Women’s empowerment in the changing  world 
of work”.    
 
Women were being encouraged to support their families by     
doing activities instead of relying on their husband. Women were 
also encouraged to engage in leadership roles.  
 

 

Bridget and Esther working hard ’mudding’ ! 



 

Community Mobilisation Teams (CMTs) 

Esther highlights some of the desperate needs that they come across as they carry out their monitoring visits to 
communities: 
There is a lot of needs within the communities where CMTs work and more so 
in the landslide prone areas. Sometimes when these places are monitored, that 
is when one realizes that surely people are needy. For instance, when we moni-
tored Bushika CMT in an area very hard to reach, there were people who 
looked like they are really forgotten like Mr Shaban, who is blind and is living in 
a  pathetic state with his wife and children but no people have noticed his con-
dition. 
 
Esther and the staff of UWCM have to constantly prioritise how best to use    
limited funds.  Please pray for wisdom for the hard decisions they have to 
make. 

UWCM Children’s Conference:  9th - 14th January 2017 
 

As the years pass, we receive an increasing number of testimonies from mature young people who describe the 
positive impact that attendance at one of these annual conferences had when they were younger.  Their feedback 
inspires us to continue funding this event and in January, we welcomed 70 vulnerable teenagers to St Thomas’s 
School.   
 
This year’s  conference had the usual components of relevant teachings, relaxing craft sessions, good food, new 
friendships and loads of fun – a stark contrast to everyday life at home for most of them.  It was great to observe 

their many God-given talents emerging and whenever they had 
an opportunity, these were displayed in song, dance, acting & 
speeches.  The theme – ‘Preparing for the Future’ – was very 
apt for this age-group and the teachings, which focused on how 
to make wise choices in life, helped to strengthen their Chris-
tian faith.   

There were sessions on Stress: causes and ways in which it can 
be managed; HIV/AIDS; leadership skills; children’s rights and 
responsibilities (they were reminded that the two go hand in 
hand); basic health & hygiene; bereavement; advice on how to 
be aware of the negative side of social media.  Plus time for 
crafts and activities. 

 
 
   

 

Kakai Sharon from Sakiya community said that she came to the 
conference with a lot of challenging factors and was kind of a 
stressed person. But thanks be to God that after learning about 
stress and other things in the conference, she was able to relieve 
herself from stress and was stress free. 

Mary is one of the children who attended a children’s confer-
ence and testified of how God did for her a miracle to be part 
of the participants and was very happy and pleased with the 
new bed sheets, something she had never expected. She 
added that she has also got new friends who will remain 
known to each other even after the conference time. She was 
also challenged to see that she serves the Lord during her 
youth time when she is still young and strong enough be-
cause once one becomes old; it is difficult to do so. 

Testimonies from two of the girls who   
attended the conference 
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Don’t forget to Everyclick! 

Uganda Concern UK is registered with Everyclick.com and you could raise extra funds without it costing a penny. 
Simply nominate the site as your homepage and default search engine and then enter ‘Uganda Concern UK’ as 
your chosen charity. Every time you search the web, trade on Ebay or shop on-line (Give as you Live) you raise 
funds for Uganda Concern UK. 

Fundraising events 
   

THANK YOU so much to everyone who supports Uganda Concern UK either by regular giving; supporting or organ-
ising fund raising events; collecting loose change in our boxes; or by one off donations.      ALL money raised for 
Uganda Concern UK is used to support the work of UWCM in Uganda  -  we do not have any administration costs 
in the UK.   

Please let us know if you are organising any events and send us a photo which we would love to publish in our 
next newsletter. 

Trustees and Contacts: 
Terry & Terry Game 
1 Birch Avenue,  
Clevedon,  
North Somerset,  
BS21 7JT 
Tel: 01275 878049 

Steve & Bridget Withell 
The Stables, Derbies Court, 
Stalisfield Road, Stalisfield 
Faversham,  
Kent ME13 0HN 
Tel: 01795 892125 

www.everyclick.com  

Message from Nasta Watua, Executive Director of UWCM on the occasion of UWCMs 25th anniversary: 
 

“Uganda Women Concern Ministry is one of the indigenous Christian non-
governmental organisations that has made a big contribution in mitigating the social 
economical impact of the most vulnerable groups in communities and more so in hard 
to reach areas.  Great progress has been made in the areas of women empowerment, 
community managed microfinance, church & Community development process, im-
provement of schools structures, child sponsorship and training of teenage mothers.    
We particularly want to thank God for our friends from Uganda Concern UK …… who 
have walked alongside us  …… to enable us to reach great heights. 
 
Looking forward, we remain committed to our cause of alleviating the plight of vulner-
able women  and encouraging women to take the lead in developmental aspects of 

their families and communities.  We want to see women as partners in development and not as recipients of   
charitable offers.  We struggle to empower women to change their mind sets in terms of relying on men for all 
their basic needs as dictated by culture.  With increased knowledge, skills and practices impacted to our rural 
women, we hope to transform our communities from relying on outside help to self-reliance projects that are more 
dependable and also sustainable.    

Keith Ketchum 
14 West Drive 
Cheam, Sutton 
Surrey 
SM2 7NA 
Tel: 020 8642 7969  

Introducing Keith Ketchum  -  our new Trustee 

We were delighted when Keith Ketchum agreed to become a Trustee of  Uganda Concern UK.  Keith currently 
works for Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) and will not only bring a wealth of knowledge and  experience of 
overseas work and mission, but also tremendous enthusiasm.  Keith visited UWCM in 2013 and is passionate about 
their work and helps to organise the Ashford 10K each year to raise funds for the annual Children’s Conference. 
We are all looking forward to working together to support UWCM through the years ahead. 


