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Sakiya Prayer and Porridge Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We were also able to visit Pastor Matthias and the chil-

dren at Sakiya Prayer & Porridge.  The children were 

very excited to see us and we were treated to lots of 

singing and dancing.  We were shown the new toilet 

block  (above) that had been funded by some of our 

supporters and we were pleased to see it has been 

built to a very high standard and has a huge impact on 

the general hygiene of the children and church mem-

bers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This project supports approx. 120 children and is run 

by Pastor Matthias and his wife,  plus other volunteers 

from his church.  Pastor Matthias said it is the church’s 

responsibility to help the children ‘become responsible 

citizens and be self-reliant so they are not dependent 

upon others’.   

See website for more photos 

Uganda Concern UK mission statement:  the prevention & relief of  poverty in Uganda, in 

particular by supporting Uganda Women Concern Ministry, a Christian charity working in 

communities around Mbale in the east of the country.  

UWCM Children’s Conference  
13

th
—18

th
 January 2014,  St Thomas Senior School 

 
When the 72 children arrived at St Thomas’s school at 

the beginning of the week, they were quiet and sub-

dued; some looked anxious as it may have been the 

first time they had stayed away from their home village.  

However, by the end of the week, the children were full 

of energy and smiles as they played games, sung, 

danced and strengthened new friendships.   

 

During the conference they received loving care, good 

food, Christian teaching, guidance on life skills and an 

opportunity to acknowledge the loss and grief that most 

of them have already experienced in life.  Their time 

away from home offers them a few days of freedom 

from daily chores such as fetching water, digging, pre-

paring food or caring for siblings.  During the two craft 

afternoons, the children expressed their creativity by 

painting and decorating small treasure boxes with glitter 

glue, sequins and ‘gems’.  All the children also contrib-

uted to the creation of a large brightly painted papier 

mache replica of Elmer the elephant from the children’s 

storybook.  Elmer’s story highlights that we are all 

unique and no matter what our colour or appearance, 

we all have a special role to play in life. Some of the 

children attending the conference were orphans; in 

Uganda, orphans are at greater risk of abuse or rejec-

tion and so we always emphasise how much God loves 

and values them. See website for more photos  

 
 
 

Trustees Bridget & Steve Withell and Terry & Terry 
Game plus Abbie Withell, Sarah Parker and Sam 

Hutchins join in the group photo with Elmer! 



If you would like your details to be removed from our 
mailing list, please contact one of the Trustees.   

Thank you! 
Uganda Concern UK trustees would like to express 
sincere thanks to all our supporters for their support, 
prayers and gifts.  Every donation, whether regular 

or one-off, is gratefully received and passed on  
without deduction to UWCM. 

 
Full details of how to support Uganda Concern UK 
financially are available on line or by contacting one 
of the Trustees.  

Trustees and Contacts: 
Terry & Terry Game 
1 Birch Avenue, Clevedon, North Somerset 
BS21 7JT 
Tel: 01275 878049 
 
Steve & Bridget Withell 
The Stables, Derbies Court, Stalisfield Road,  
Faversham, Kent ME13 0HN 
Tel: 01795 892125 
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Fundraising 
 

THANK YOU so much to everyone who has worked 

hard to raise funds to support the work of UWCM.  We 

have supporters throughout the UK and as far afield as 

Canada!  Tim & Brenda Brown from Lakes Community 

Church in Canada held a ‘Desserts & Theatre’ evening 

with their youth group and raised over £800 for Prayer 

& Porridge  -  THANK YOU! 

 

Christchurch, Clevedon, held a 

Christmas Tree Festival in De-

cember with local groups/

societies decorating a tree to 

showcase their particular inter-

ests and there was also musical 

entertainment, refreshments and 

other stalls.  This very popular 

event raised £500—THANK 

YOU! 

 

Future events include  another ‘Open Garden & Cream 

Tea’; North Downs Way; Two Moors Walk and Bristol 

Half Marathon.  Please let us know about any events 

you hold and we can include them in our next  

newsletter. 

PRAYER REQUEST:  During our visit in January, 

we held meetings with the management of UWCM 

and we were told that the financial support from one 

of their major funders has come to an end and that 

this is having a big impact on their work.  They are 

having to phase out some of the financial support to 

CMTs and Women’s Groups and their Microfinance 

projects are also under review until new donors can 

be found.  They are applying to local, national and 

international organisations for additional funding 

and they ask us to join with them to pray for the       

future of these projects. 

Read Mary’s story which highlights just how 

effective Women’s Groups are:   Working to-

gether with UWCM has helped me and my family 

achieve a lot. UWCM came to our community in 

2008 with a sensitisation on women’s issues like 

women’s rights to health, education, ownership, 

leadership and HIV issues among others. It 

sounded so interesting that me and my friends 

organised and started our group and invited 

UWCM to tell us more. They honoured our invita-

tion and came and trained us in a number of is-

sues including women’s rights, HIV and AIDS, 

business skills and group dynamics. After the 

training, I bought 4 hens for start up. These hens 

in turn produced 17 chicks.   All these chicks 

grew up, and I sold them and I bought two goats 

using this money. The mother hens again laid 20 

eggs and hatched 17 chicks for the second time. I 

sold these chicks and paid the last terms’ fees for 

my daughter who is in senior three. The hens are 

now laying eggs and sometimes I sell the eggs to 

buy books and pens for my children in primary 

school and soap and salt for my family. The 

knowledge got from this group has relieved me of 

quarrels with my husband over family needs like 

salt and soap. He is happy with my contribution to 

the family 

and has 

started 

being sup-

portive in 

buying 

feeds for 

the hens. I 

hope to 

sell my 

goats 

once they litter and buy a cow so as to earn more 

money. I encourage fellow women to start small 

and put more efforts in what they are doing. 


